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The Bureau of Economic Analysis prepares the input-
output accounts for the United States. These accounts
show how industries interact; specifically, they show how
industries provide input to, and use output from, each
other to produce gross domestic product. These ac-
counts provide detailed information on the flows of the
goods and services that make up the production pro-
cesses of industries.

The Bureau prepares both benchmark and annual in-
put-output accounts. The benchmark accounts are
based on detailed data from the economic censuses that
are conducted every 5 years by the Bureau of the Cen-
sus, and they are published at the summary level for 134
industries and at the detailed level for 491 industries.
The annual accounts are prepared for selected years be-
tween the benchmarks; these accounts are based on less
comprehensive data than the data from the censuses,
and they are published at the summary level.

The accounts are presented in six tables—a make
table, a use table, a direct requirements table, and three
total requirements tables.

The make table shows the commodities that are pro-
duced by each industry. The use table shows the inputs
to industry production and the commodities that are
consumed by final users (for example, see the table).

The four requirements tables are derived from the
make and the use tables. The direct requirements table
shows the amount of a commodity that is required by
an industry to produce a dollar of the industry’s out-
put. The three total requirements tables show the pro-
duction that is required, directly and indirectly, from
each industry and each commodity to deliver a dollar
of a commodity to final users.

In addition, the benchmark accounts also include
tables that present more detailed information. For ex-
ample, one table provides a bridge between the catego-

ries of expenditures for private equipment and software
in the national income and product accounts (NIPA’s)
and the commodities in gross private fixed investment
in the input-output accounts, and another table recon-
ciles the estimates of exports and imports in the in-
put-output accounts with those in the NIPA’s.

Uses of the accounts

The input-output accounts can be used to study indus-
try production or as a framework for preparing other
economic statistics. The accounts are an important tool
for analysis because they show the production functions
of individual industries and the interactions among
producers and between producers and final users in the
economy.
Specifically, these accounts can be used
. To estimate the direct and indirect effects of changes
in final uses on industries and commodities; for
example, to estimate the effects of a strike or a
natural disaster on the economy or, supplemented
with additional information, to estimate the effects
of an increase in U.S. exports on employment
. To provide detail that is essential in determining
weights for price indexes, such as the producer
price index that is compiled by the Bureau of La-
bor Statistics, and for quantity indexes, such as the
quantity index for gross domestic product by
industy compiled by the Bureau of Economic
Analysis
. To provide the basis for benchmarking the national
income and product accounts every 5 years
. To provide a framework and data for the prepara-
tion of other economic statistics, such as the trans-
portation satellite accounts and the travel and
tourism satellite accounts, both of which are pre-
pared by the Bureau
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Availability

For more detailed information, see the following articles
that were published in the SUrvEy oF CURRENT BUSINESS,
the monthly journal of the Bureau.

. “Benchmark Input-Output Accounts of the United
States, 1997” (December 2002)

« “A Preview of the 1997 Benchmark Input-Output Ac-
counts: New Detailed and Summary Industries”
(August 2002)

« “Annual Input-Output Accounts of the U.S.
Economy, 1998” (December 2001)

. “Investment in New Structures and Equipment in
1992 by Using Industries” (December 1998)

. “Benchmark Input-Output Accounts for the U.S.
Economy, 1992: Requirements Tables” (December
1997)

. “Benchmark Input-Output Accounts for the U.S.
Economy, 1992: Make, Use, and Supplementary
Tables” (November 1997)

The 1997 benchmark accounts use a new classifica-
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tion system that is based on the North American In-
dustry Classification System (NAICS); the 1992 bench-
mark accounts are based on the Standard Industrial
Classification (SIC).

The annual accounts for 1997, 1998, and 1999 are
based on the SIC; they are consistent with the 1999 com-
prehensive revision of the national income and prod-
uct accounts, but they are not benchmarked to the
NAICS-based estimates for 1997. The 1999 annual ac-
counts were released in December 2002.

For more information

Call Ann Lawson, Chief of the Industry Economics Di-
vision, at 202—-606—5584, or e-mail annualio@bea.gov
or benchmarkio@bea.gov.

The articles are available on our Web site at
<www.bea.gov>. The estimates are also available on
our Web site in free interactively accessible files and
in free downloadable files.

The Use of Commodities by Industry Aggregates for 1999
[Millions of dollars at producers’ prices]

Industries’ Final uses (gross domestic product)
Govern-
ment
Tran§por- ] Personal ) Chan- Exports | Imports consum- Total
tation, Finance, Total | nsump-| Frivate | ol of of tion Gross com-
AGTE | iing | Cons- | Manu- commun- |y (INSUBNCE, | oo oo | ppgre | MO tion 7| feed grivale goods | goods e)? end- | domestic | ]
culture 9| truction facturing | ication, and real mediate g invest- [P and and | &P d el output®
and estate use | SXPENG | ent | MVOM| e ser-  |Muresand) product
o itures tories | ; gross
utilities vices vices .
invest-
ment
Commodities’
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1. The input-output (I-O) accounts use two classification systems, one for industries and another
for commaodities, but both systems generally use the same I-O codes and titles.

and the inventory valuation adjustment.
3. The details may not sum to totals because of rounding.

4. Value added consists of compensation of employees, indirect business tax and nontax liability,
and “other value added,” which consists of the following components of gross domestic income: Con-
2. “Other” consists of government enterprises, general government industry, household industry, sumption of fixed capital, net interest, proprietors’ income, corporate profits, rental income of per-
sons, business transfer payments, and “subsidies less current surplus of government enterprises.”
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